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Partnering for a better

One of the hallmarks of the University of Northern lowa is the practical, service-learning opportunities afforded to
students through community engagement projects. These experiences positively impact our community and also
make our students better future professionals and better people. Because UNI believes in the tremendous impact

of these experiences, the university has made Community Engagement a pillar of its 2017-2022 strategic plan.

Veridian Credit Union is a founding partner in UNI's community engagement work. The Veridian Community
Engagement Fellowship awards, started more than a decade ago, have provided a model for how public

institutions, the private sector and nonprofit agencies can work together to improve lives.

The Veridian Community Engagement Fellowships continue to inspire meaningful partnerships between the
university and the Cedar Valley — partnerships like the 2016 UNI-House of Hope collaboration: “The Giving
Back Hope Commemorative Art Project.” For this project, UNI art education students helped mothers create
art symbolizing how the House of Hope empowered them during their time of transition. Mosaic tile pieces

containing the art will be displayed in House of Hope’s new building to serve as an inspiration to new mothers.

As this report highlights, Veridian’s 25 years of investment in UNI — through the signature Veridian Community

Engagement Awards as well as other partnerships — is an investment in our students and in the greater Cedar Valley.

On behalf of the University of Northern lowa and our local service organizations, we thank you for your
leadership, commitment to students and relentless dedication to bettering the Cedar Valley. As we continue this
important work, Veridian will be a valued partner in advocating for the underserved and supporting agencies

who work to solve our community’s toughest challenges.

Dr. Julianne Gassman Karin Rowe
Director of Community Engagement, Executive Director,
University of Northern lowa House of Hope
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GIVING HISTORY

Veridian Credit Union'’s relationship

Total Charitable Giving = $133,638

College of Education
$12,000

with the University of Northern

lowa spans more than two decades,

College of Humanities,
Arts & Sciences
$55,305

beginning with the John Deere

Community Credit Union.

UNI Museum
$20,548

Veridian'’s charitable giving to UNI
touches many facets of the university.
Veridian has also been a generous
sponsor of university events including

Panther Athletics and performances College

of Social &
Behavioral
Sciences
$34,025

at the Gallagher Bluedorn Performing

Arts Center.
UNI Athletics

College of S

Business
Administration
$10,800

Veridian Credit Union is a valued employer of UNI students and alumni. Veridian
offers part-time and internship opportunities to the current students who will go
on to become tomorrow’s leaders and professionals.

ridian

credit union

VSR

of Veridian’s Board Approximate Number
of Directors are of UNI Alumni
UNI Alumni Employed by Veridian

Largest Private
Employer
of UNI Alumni
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VERIDIAN

COMMUNITY

ENGAGEMENT
FELLOWSHIPS
2006-2018

In 2006 Veridian Credit Union and the University of Northern lowa, in partnership,

introduced the Community Engagement Awards. The purpose of the awards is to recognize

outstanding contributions by UNI faculty in the community. Today the fellowship awards

continue to inspire meaningful partnerships among faculty, students and community

organizations. To date, $53,500 has been awarded to a total of 44 faculty projects.

Faculty

College/Department Project

2005-06 Fellowships

Leslie Wilson

Michele Devlin
(Yehieli)
Gretta Berghammer

Alan Czarnetzki

Richard Allen Hays

College of Business
Administration

College of Education

College of Humanities
and Fine Arts

College of Natural
Sciences

College of Social and
Behavioral Sciences

2006-07 Fellowships

ArthurT. Cox

Gayle Pohl

Kathleen Scholl

Mark Grey

Mark Fienup

College of Business
Administration

College of Humanities
and Fine Arts

College of Education
College of Social and
Behavioral Sciences

College of Natural
Sciences

International Economic Development in
the State of lowa

Service Learning Courses (Public Health
Agencies)

Service Learning Courses (Theatre and
High School Students)

The STORM Project

Community Outreach Partnership
Center

Real Estate and Homeland Inc.

PRide

Together We Play (TWP) and
Therapeutic Recreation Program at UNI
lowa Center on Immigrant Leadership

and Integration (ICILI)

Mentorship for Cedar Falls High School
Robotics

Partner

Peoples Community Health
Clinic

Black Hawk County Health
Department

Sturgis Youth Theater
Cedar Falls Kiwanis Club

Family and Children’s Council

Waterloo Rotary Reserve Project

Multiple

Family YMCA of Black Hawk
County

United Community Health
Center

Cedar Falls High School

Funding

$1,000

$1,000

$1,000

$1,000

$1,000

$1,000

$1,000

$1,000

$1,000

$1,000
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Faculty

College/Department Project

2007-08 Fellowships

Christine Bauman

Susan Roberts-Dobie

Jim O’Loughlin

Laura Jackson

Ramanatha
Sugumaran

College of Business
Administration

College of Education

College of Humanities
and Fine Arts

College of Natural
Sciences

College of Social and
Behavioral Sciences

2008-09 Fellowships

Fred Abraham
Linda Nebbe
Gabriela Olivares
Cuhat

Cliff Chancey

Richard Featherstone

College of Business
Administration

College of Education

College of Humanities
and Fine Arts

College of Natural
Sciences

College of Social and
Behavioral Sciences

2009-10 Fellowships

Matthew Bunker

Mark Ecker

William Downs

Joseph Wilson

Adrienne Lamberti

College of Business
Administration

College of Natural
Sciences

College of Social and
Behavioral Sciences

College of Education

College of Humanities
and Fine Arts

2010-11 Fellowships

Francis Degnin

Donald Gaff

Jihwa Noh

Christopher R. Martin

Erica Voss

College of Humanities,
Arts and Sciences

College of Social and
Behavioral Sciences

College of Natural
Sciences

College of Humanities,
Arts and Sciences

College of Humanities,
Arts and Sciences

2011-12 Fellowships

Julia Bullard

Joyce Chen

Jim O’Loughlin

College of Humanities,
Arts and Sciences

College of Humanities,
Arts and Sciences

College of Humanities,
Arts and Sciences

UNI’s Volunteer Income Tax Assistance
(VITA) Program

Food Bank Volunteering

All lowa Reads Program

Graduate Students in Conservation

Biology

GeoTree Center - Free Workshops

Landlord Accountability Ordinance
Review Committee

Service Learning Courses (Black Hawk
County Wildlife)

Latin Fest

Hand on Experiences for Waterloo
Students

Waterloo Police Department

Cedar Valley Marketing Research

Integrative Services Project

lowa'’s Laborshed Survey

Special Olympics lowa

Professional Writing Class

Covenant, Satori, and Mercy Hospitals
Hartman Reserve Nature Center
Research

Math Sessions for Waterloo Students

College Hill Partnership

Boys and Girls Club Programs

UNI Suzuki School and Performances

African American Voices of Cedar Valley

Final Thursday Reading Series

Partner

St. Stephen The Witness -
Catholic Student Center

Northeast lowa Food Bank

Cedar Falls Public Library and
Waterloo Public Library

Friends of Hartman Reserve

lowa Conservation Education
Coalition

Cedar Falls Lions Club

Black Hawk Wildlife
Rehabilitation Project

El Centro Latinoamericano
Waterloo Community School

District

House of Hope

International Medical Corps
Seeds of Hope
Waterloo Neighborhood

Economic Development Corp.

Special Olympics of Northeast
lowa

1,000 Friends of lowa

American Red Cross

Friends of Hartman Reserve

Waterloo West High School

College Hill Partnership

Newel Post

Cedar Valley Chamber Music
Festival

The African American Historical
& Cultural Museum

Hearst Center for the Arts

Funding

$1,000
$1,000
$1,000
$1,000

$1,000

$1,000
$1,000
$1,000
$1,000

$1,000

$1,000
$1,000
$1,000
$1,000

$1,000

$1,000
$1,000
$1,000
$1,000

$1,000

$1,000
$1,000

$1,000

Faculty Partner
2012-13 Fellowships (Not Awarded)
2013-14 Fellowships

Ai Wen College of Humanities,
Arts and Sciences

College/Department Project

Service Learning Courses (lowa’s Farming Practical Farmers of lowa

Community)

Wendy Miller College of Humanities, Quakerdale

Arts and Sciences

2015-16 Fellowships

Denise Tallakson

Using Art to Address Social Issues

College of Education Promoting Home Literacy Development for Hudson Elementary School &

Rural Families in Need Northeast lowa Food Bank

Jennifer Cooley & Elise  College of Humanities,
Dubord Arts and Sciences

2016-17 Fellowships
Nichole Zumbach

Community Collaboration for Language,
Literacy and Learning

UNI Spanish Department &
YWCA's English Language Class

College of Humanities, Creating Community Connections: Silos & Smokestacks

Harken Arts and Sciences Cornerstone Tells the Story
Wendy Miller College of Humanities, The Giving Back Hope Commemorative Art  House of Hope
Arts and Sciences Project
Jeremy College of Humanities, Voices of Black Hawk County: People and Black Hawk Soil and Water

Schraffenberger Arts and Sciences the Land Conservation District
Mandy Masmar & College of Education Exploring the Arts Afterschool The Salvation Army
Mitra Sadehpour Programming

Elizabeth Sutton College of Humanities,

Arts and Sciences

2017-18 Fellowships

Suzanne Freedman

Creative Resilience: Empowering Young
Adults with Art Histories

Achieving Maximum Potential

College of Education Infusing Forgiveness Education into Hope ~ Hope Tree Acres Summer Camp

Tree Acres Summer Camp

Renew Waterloo Small Business Retention ~ ReNew Waterloo
& Expansion for North Waterloo

Laurie Watje & James
Hoelscher

College of Business
Administration

Funding

$3,000

$2,000

$2,000

$3,000

$500

$500
$1,000
$2,000

$1,500

$3,000

$2,000
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VERIDIAN ENGAGEMENT AWARDS BY COLLEGE

Total =$53,500

College of Education
$12,000

College of Humanities,
Arts & Sciences
$28,500

College of Social &
Behavioral Sciences
$6,000

College of Business
Administration
$7,000
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This origin story card emphasizes strength and hope in
difficult times. AMP foster and adoptive youth worked
with UNI art history students to illustrate Tarot-like cards
recounting or reimagining their personal histories.
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A 2016 Veridian Community Engagement Fellowship allowed

Elizabeth Sutton, professor of art history, and her students to
connect with the community through creative expression.

The project, “Creative Resilience,’
was a partnership between Sutton
and Waterloo’s Achieving Maximum
Potential (AMP), a group dedicated
to empowering foster and adoptive
children. Support from Veridian
funded a workshop in which foster
and adoptive youth explored

their personal origin stories — the
often complex stories of where
they’ve come from, their formative
experiences and their family life —in
an attempt to take ownership of their
personal narrative.

“We empowered them to come up
with their own story,” Sutton said.

“If you're not happy with your own
story you have you can either use this
project to tweak your story or make

peace with parts of your personal
story ... You can redefine who you are”

Each AMP participant worked with
UNI art history students to illustrate an
individual Tarot-like card recounting
or reimagining their origin story.

“I do know that my kiddos seemed to
benefit from interactions with college
students because it opens up the
possibility for them to think about:
‘Maybe | can go to college too,” said
Jessica Christman, the Waterloo AMP

Council Facilitator.

“Veridian has been very supportive of
the foster care system and initiatives
to help underserved populations,’
Christman said.

Sometimes the only barrier to actively participating in
community with others is the language.

A Community Engagement Fellowship
award of $3,000 from Veridian in

2016 supported Jennifer Cooley,
professor of Spanish, and her ongoing
collaboration with YWCA of Black
Hawk County to integrate UNI students
into the YWCA's weekly English
language courses in Waterloo. It's a
collaboration that stretches back more
than five years and continues to this day.

“I think we can have a much more
positive impact on the community

by having an ongoing partnership

like this,” Cooley said.“Because your
partner agency knows they can
depend on you; they know you're not
going to be there one week and gone
the next ... You get a lot more synergy
out of that”

Each semester, between 40 and 50
UNI students supervise lessons and
serve as conversation partners for
approximately 20 YWCA students. The
UNI students are studying English,
Spanish, a combination of the two, or
are preparing to become teachers of
those disciplines. The YWCA students
come from a variety of backgrounds
such as Burma, Bosnia and the
Democratic Republic of the Congo.
Some have been in the United States
for years, others for a few weeks.

“We can document cases of people
who went from not having a job to
being able to enter the workforce.
We can document people who were
not considering going on for further
education and then they wound up
pursuing postsecondary education,’

Cooley said. Other YWCA participants
are able to become more involved
with their children’s education
because they can better communicate
with teachers.

“All those things ultimately have a
financial impact, a community impact,
because they make people more
functional,” Cooley said.

Funding from Veridian helped
purchase a series of English as a
Second Language dictionaries and
other materials, defray travel costs
and recognize students for meeting
important milestones.

Cyndi Ritter, Youth and Family Services
Director for the YWCA, said UNI
students play an important role.

“We believe the students’engagement
and involvement with the participants,
along with the supportive classroom
materials provided by the Veridian
grant and UNI, has assisted us in
expanding the pool of knowledge and
community opportunities available to
our participants.”

The impact on UNI students is equally
as great, according to Cooley.

“My students say in journal reflections
that they won't ever be able to see
themselves as full members of the
community unless they have some
piece of their lives that’s not just going
to work 9-5 but is doing something
beyond that,” Cooley said.

206
BY YWCAENGLISH STUDENTS
INCOLLABGRATION WITH UNI STUDENTS

TUUSTRATED BY CAITLIN ARGUTSINGER
EDITED BY JENNIFER COOLEY

[Above] Cooley challenged students to use their language
skills to describe something they can make, cook or do,
and assembled their responses in a book partially funded
through a Veridian Community Engagement Award.
[Below] A YWCA student in the Fall 2016 English class
describes their hobbies.

Student 6.

Student 6 is from Columbia.
She writes, "My name is P1@#$%.
I'm from Columbia.

I'm married and have a daughter.
She is 4 years old.
| have lived in Cedar Falls for 2 months and
will start studying English
in January at Hawkeye College.

I like practicing yoga and
I want to be an expert in the future.
I want to be a yoga instructor.
My favorite hobbies are reading and
playing with my daughter.
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COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

ts combed a
small plot of soil on the Hartman Nature Reserve over the
course of four field seasons beginning in 2008. What they
found has since become woven into the historical tapestry
of Black Hawk County.

“Our focus was a prehistoric site from 1,500 years ago,’
said Donald Gaff, professor of archaeology and lead for
the Hartman project.“We found it was a Native American
resource collection campsite.”

Gaff and his 30 students used archaeological maps drawn
by the Reserve’s namesake, John Hartman, to place the
Reserve campsite in the historical context of the broader
Cedar Valley — Native American villages dating to roughly
400-600 A.D. had dotted the area of west Waterloo into
Cedar Falls.

“[Based on the map] it looked like there had been villages
where John Deere is now and burial mounds up and down
Rainbow Drive,” Gaff said. It's possible the Hartman site
served as a late-winter gathering camp where a tribe or
family would temporarily reside before moving on for a
spring hunt.
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Thousands of artifacts, ranging from arrowheads to pottery
and fire-cracked cooking rocks, led Gaff and his students

to believe the site was prime for tapping maple trees for
syrup — a process that’s as important to the Reserve today
as it was 1,500 years ago.

For more than 30 years, the Maple Syrup Festival, held the
first weekend of March, has been a hit with nature-goers
who enjoy mountains of pancakes with thick syrup freshly
tapped from Hartman maple trees.

Ed Gruenwald, director of the Hartman Reserve, said the
maple syrup hypothesis sweetened the tale of Hartman's
history.

“That continuity through the generations is a great story,’
Gruenwald said. “Because of Dr. Gaff’s work we can say that
maple syrup was processed in this spot centuries ago. It's
amazing he’s been able to unweave that story out of the soil”

Veridian recognized Dr. Gaff's work with a $1,000 award
donated to Hartman Reserve in 2010. That money was
used to further youth activities at the Reserve.
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